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“One Nation Under God”
by David Barton 1

Despite America’s great diversity, nothing unifies Americans more than their support for public
acknowledgments of God. Consider:

93% want “In God we Trust” to remain on coins and currency 2

90% support keeping “under God” in the Pledge 3

84% support references to God in schools, government buildings, and public settings 4

82% support voluntary school prayer 5

76% support Ten Commandments displays on public property 6

There are few other subjects on which over three-fourths of Americans consistently agree; and while the
Left complains that religious expressions are divisive, the evidence proves otherwise; religious
expressions have unified Americans from the beginning.

In fact, at the first-ever meeting of Congress in 1774 when it was suggested that Congress open with
prayer, some delegates predicted that the act would be divisive, 7 but John Adams reported exactly the
opposite, noting that “it has had an excellent effect upon everybody here.” 8 Several Supreme Court
Justices still believe that such acts are unifying, noting:

[T]he founders of our Republic knew…that nothing, absolutely nothing, is so inclined to foster
among religious believers of various faiths a toleration – no, an affection – for one another
than voluntarily joining in prayer together to God Whom they all worship and seek. 9

Yet the public acknowledgement of God was more than just a pleasant practice in early America; it
actually formed the basis of our government philosophy – a philosophy set forth in eighty-four simple
words in the Declaration of Independence:

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights, governments are instituted among
men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any form of
government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to
abolish it and to institute new government. 10

Thus, five immutable principles constitute the heart and soul of American government:

1. Government acknowledges that there is a Creator 
2. Government acknowledges that the Creator gives specific inalienable rights to man 
3. Government acknowledges that it exists to protect God-given rights 
4. Government acknowledges that below the level of God-given rights, government powers
are to be operated only with the permission of citizens – i.e., with the “consent of the
governed” 
5. If government fails to meet the four standards above, the people have an inalienable right
to abolish that government and institute a new one that does observe the four criteria above.

Significantly, without a public and official recognition of God, there is no hope of limited government, for
rights come only from God or from man. If rights come from God, then we can require man to protect
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those rights – as we did in the Declaration, Constitution, and Bill of Rights. But if our rights come from
man, then man is permitted to regulate or abolish those rights, and government’s power over our lives
therefore becomes absolute and unlimited, as has been the growing trend since the 1990s.

The Founders understood that irrevocable limitations can be placed on government only when God is
recognized as the source of our rights; they also understood that if we became complacent in our
recognition of God as the center of our lives and government, then we would lose our liberties. As
Thomas Jefferson warned:

[C]an the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis:
a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are of the gift of God? – that they
are not to be violated but with His wrath? 11

According to Jefferson, the only “firm basis” of our national liberties is a “conviction in the minds of the
people” that our liberties are from God and that government cannot intrude into those liberties without
incurring God’s wrath.

President George Washington likewise admonished:

[I]t is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will,
to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor. 12

President John Adams similarly urged:

[T]he safety and prosperity of nations ultimately and essentially depend on the protection and
the blessing of Almighty God, and the national acknowledgment of this truth is an
indispensable duty which the people owe to Him. 13

And Samuel Adams agreed, reminding Americans:

May every citizen . . . have a proper sense of the Deity upon his mind and an impression of
the declaration recorded in the Bible, “Him that honoreth Me I will honor, but he that
despiseth Me shall be lightly esteemed” [I Samuel 2:30]. 14

To restore honor and restore America, we first must restore God to His rightful place in our own lives and
thinking. We must then reintroduce those original principles back into the public arena, thus restoring the
foundation on which our Declaration and Constitution were built and the only foundation which allows
them to operate as intended.

It is time for us to re-embrace the truth of President Reagan’s warning that:

If we ever forget that we’re one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone under. 15
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