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Bible Verses Referenced 
George Washington: 

George Washington’s education 
See, for example, “George Washington: Life Before the Presidency,” Miller Center. 

George Washington praised for his deportment 
See, for example, Abigail Adams in a letter to John Adams, 1789 from David McCullough’s John 
Adams, p. 413; Thomas Jefferson, Memoirs, Correspondence, and Private Papers, Thomas 
Jefferson Randolph, editor (London: Henry Colburn and Richard Bentley, 1829), Vol. III, pp. 241-
242, to Dr. Walter Jones on January 2, 1814; John Richard Green, History of the English 
People (New York: International Book and Publishing Co., 1899), Vol. V, p. 322; William Edward 
Hartpole Lecky, The History of England in the Eighteenth Century, Vol. III, p. 468. 

Excerpts from Washington’s Rules of Civility & Decent Behavior 
George Washington, Rules of Civility & Decent Behaviour in Company and Conversation (Bedford, 
MA: Applewood Books, 1988), Introduction, pp. 13, 16-18, 20, 22-28. 
Noah Webster: 

Noah Webster responsible for Art. 1, Sec. 8, Paragraph 8 
See, for example, “An Act for the Encouragement of Literature and Genius: Noah Webster and the 
Country’s First Copyright Law,” Connecticut State Library, September 30, 2014. 

Noah Webster First American Dictionary 
“Noah Webster and America’s First Dictionary,” Merriam-Webster. 



Definition of manners 
Noah Webster, An American Dictionary of the English Language (New York: S. Converse, 1828), 
s.v. “manners”. 
Founding Father Quotes: 

Samuel Adams on manners 
William V. Wells, The Life and Public Service of Samuel Adams (Boston: Little, Brown, & Co., 1865), 
Vol. I, p. 22, political essay by Samuel Adams published in The Public Advertiser, 1749. 

Samuel Adams, The Writings of Samuel Adams, Harry Alonzo Cushing, editor (New York: G. P. 
Putnam’s Sons, 1905), Vol. IV, p. 124, to James Warren on February 12, 1779. 

John Witherspoon on manners 
John Witherspoon, The Dominion of Providence Over the Passions of Men (Philadelphia: 1777), p. 
33. 

John Quincy Adams: “law of the tiger and shark” 
John Quincy Adams, Letters of John Quincy Adams to His Son on the Bible and its 
Teachings (Auburn, NY: Derby, Miller, & Co., 1848), p. 23. 

Robert Treat Paine on Bible & manners 
Robert Treat Paine, The Papers of Robert Treat Paine, Stephen T. Riley and Edward W. Hanson, 
editors (Boston: Massachusetts Historical Society, 1992), Vol. I, p. 49, “Confession of Faith,” 1749. 

Benjamin Rush on manners 
Pennsylvania History (Pennsylvania Historical Association: January 1950), Vol. XVII, No. 1, p. 9, L. 
H. Butterfield, “The Reputation of Benjamin Rush” from John Adams to Richard Rush on May 5, 
1813. 

Benjamin Rush, Essays, Literary, Moral and Philosophical (Philadelphia: Thomas and William 
Bradford, 1806), p. 83, “Thoughts on Female Education.” 

John Hancock on manners 
Abram English Brown, John Hancock, His Book (Boston: Lee and Shepard, 1898), p. 269. 

Abraham Baldwin on manners 
Charles C. Jones, Biographical Sketches of the Delegates from Georgia to the Continental 
Congress (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, and Company, 1891), pp. 6-7. 
America Uses the Bible: 

Harry Truman: live by Ten Commandments and Sermon on the Mount 
See, for example, Harry S. Truman, “Address at the Dedication of the Credit Union National 
Association’s Filene House, Madison, Wisconsin,” The American Presidency Project, May 14, 1950; 
Harry S. Truman, “Remarks at the 91st Annual National Convention of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church,” The American Presidency Project, June 7, 1950; Harry S. Truman, “Address to the 
Washington Pilgrimage of American Churchmen,” The American Presidency Project, September 28, 
1951. 

New England Primer references Good Samaritan – used for over 200 years in America 
See, for example, Dictionary of American History, James Truslow Adams, editor (New York: Charles 



Scribner’s Sons, 1940), s.v. “New-England Primer,” p. 100; The New England Primer (Boston: 
Edward Draper, 1777), The New England Primer (Haverhill, MA: Horatio Allen, 1813), The New-
England Primer (Hartford: George Goodwin & Sons, 1820), The New England Primer (Newark: 
Benjamin Olds, 1824), The New England Primer (Massachusetts Sabbath School Society, 
1843), The New England Primer (Concord: Rufus Merrill, 1849), The New England Primer, Paul 
Leicester Ford, editor (New Yorkk: Dodd, Mead & Co, 1899), The New England Primer (Springfield, 
MA: G. & C. Merriam, 1930 & 1934). 

McGuffey Readers references Good Samaritan – 120 million sales from 1836-1960 
“National Park Service – U.S. Department of the Interior,” mcguffeyreaders.com. 

Swinton’s Readers referenced Good Samaritan 
See, for example, The Reader: the Focus of Language Training. Swinton’s Fourth Reader (New 
York: American Book Company, 1883). 

Benjamin Franklin/ Pennsylvania Hospital use Good Samaritan 
History of Pennsylvania Hospital, “Historical Timeline: 1751-1800,” Penn Medicine. 
Revolutionary War: 

Battle of Saratoga – British surrender 
Paul Allen, A History of the American Revolution (Baltimore: William Woody, Jr., 1822), Vol. II, pp. 
107-111. 

Many American casualties during Revolution were POWs 
“U.S. Military Operations: Casualty Breakdown,” Global Security. 

Dictionary of the American History, James Truslow Adams, editor (New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1940), Vol. IV, p. 348, s.v. “Prison-ships.” 

“The HMS Jersey,” History. 

Richard Stockton, Declaration signer, captured by British 
John Sanderson, Sanderson’s Biography of the Signers to the Declaration of Independence, Robert 
T. Conrad, editor (Philadelphia: Thomas, Cowperthwait & Co., 1848), pp. 222-223; L. Carroll 
Judson, A Biography of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence, and of Washington and 
Patrick Henry (Philadelphia: J. Dobson, and Thomas, Cowperthwait & Co., 1839), p. 69-70. 
Bible Verses Referenced: 

Exodus 20:12. 

Leviticus 19:32. 

I Timothy 5:1-2. 
Return to Foundations of Freedom sources page. 

 


