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F *Th@re is neither Jew nor Gruek; there is neither bon d nor free;
there is knidther male "ONDER GOD" nor Temale; for you Gye all

one _jin Christ Jasus,

ks

Sermon presched by Dr. George H. Docherty, New York Avenus Presbyterian Churck,
on Sunday, February 7, 1954,

The famous city of Sparte was once vieslted by an ambassador from another

-

kingdom. Eeo axpected to find this great city surrcunded by thick protecting walle;
bhe wag surprised when he saw no battlements at all.

Mhere are the walls to defend the city"], he asked of the Jipe of
Cpar ke,

"Hore are the walla of Sparta®, replied the king, showilng him his army
of firet 1lirs craok troops.

Bed this ambassador visited our United States today, he would also

be surprised to find no wall arcund cur cities. (I ahounld thinl, & a matter of
"
fact, it would be extremely difficult, even for .lnuri:lnﬂhmu-hw,tu tulld a

wall around Los Angeles)). And if our visitor were to ask the question, "Where
. 5

1g the doferes of the nation?¥, he could be shown sonething of the awesome power
of the mighty American .lmy, Javy and Alrforce; not to mentlon the enormous

J_ﬁnamm poteptial of the Country., But the truo strength of the United States

of America lies deeper, as it lay in Sparta, It 1s the spirit of botk military
and people - a flaming devotion to the cause of fresdom within these borders,

At thie ssascn of amnlversary of M%&Lmﬂ‘_ it wvill
id

uet be lnappropriate to speak about this freedom, and d=—is called "the American
way of life"/

Freedon is & subject 8veryone seems to te talking about without

seemingly stopplag to mask the rather basic question, "What do we mean by freedom"i

Iz this matter, epparently, we all are sxperts,
The world of Wr, Iincoln's dmy ies Unbelievably differant from thals

dern = ZTet there is a sense in which bistory is mlways repeating  itself,
.I'Lr.l‘!t'ﬁ-.lrn
The 1lgsuse we face %oday are preclsely the lacues M8 spent his lifa eeeking to




T

resolve. In his day, the issue was eparked by Negro Praveryf today, 1t is
sparked by a militantly athelstic Communism that haa already enslaved B50C

million of the pecples of the esrth,and now menaces the rest of the free world.
Iincoln, in tis day, saw thie Couniry ae a natlon that "was conceived

1 d to the proposition thet sll men are crested equall,

Lintgr v
dnd the questlon ke aske ie the timeless, imely,one - Pwhether this omticn

o say gation so congeived eand dedicaled,can long endure’.
I recall once discussing the "iAmerican way of life® with a MH&EEJ'

@étur. He kad been using the phrase rether fraely. Whesn askad to define the

phrase; "The American Way of I.l:n'. he became very wordy and werbose. "It 1a

live and let 1ive; it le frecdom to sot" and other suck platitudes,

Let me vkat "The American Way of Life® ia, It is golng to the

bellgame and eating pop—corm, and drinking Coca Cola, mnd rootine for the
Senators, It 1a shopping in Sears & Rosbuck, It is loslng keart and hat on a
roller coaster, It le driving on the Tight eldé of the road and putting up at

motels on & long journey. It is belng bored with television commerciala, It

s setting off fire crackers with your children on the Fourth of July, It

is sitting for seven hours to see the pageaniry of the Presidentisl Ineuguration,

:gm:. it is deeper than that,

It is gardens with no fences to bar you from the neighborliness of your

aelighbor, It is the perfurms of honeysuckle, and the sound of katydide in tke
warm nlght alr of gummer, wheg you go out into the garden, the children long ago

aslecp, and you feel the Pulse msnd throb of neture around you. It ia ,i-"ogru
S T

Spirituale and €olonial &rchitecture. It is Thankegiving Turkey and pumplkin pla,

It 18 the sweep of btroad rivers and the wea of vasat and grass, It le a view
from the alr of the econflux of muddy rivers &nd neat 1ittle sxcavations and

columne of smoke that is the mlghty Pitteburgh, It is canyons of skyecrapera




in Rew York, and the aweep uf‘_:l',!l:lnhﬂrﬂ Drive that 1a Chicaro, It 13 the lonely

proud status of Lee on Gettysburg fleld. It la school girle wearing jeans and

gchool toys riding emormcus push bikea. It 1s color comice, It is the Sunday

New York Timss. It 1s sitting on the porch of a Sunday aftermoon, after morning

church, rocking in a erseking wicker chair, It ie a lad end lase looking at you

intently in the marriege service. It 1s sicknoees and & hope empty, quletened
and stilled by grief. It ie the sound of the bell at the rallroad orcesing,
and childrens' laughter, It les & sclitary bugler playing taps, clear and long-
noted, at Arlisgfop,

And whare did all this come from?

'
-"L It has been with ua so0 long, we kave to recall 1f was brought here by

people who lald setrese on fundementals. They called themselves Puritans because

they wilshed to live the pure .and noble life purged of all idolatry and enslavement

of the mind, even by the Church. They did not resliee that ir fleeing from

fyranny and setting wp of a new 1ife in a new world, they vere to be the Fatherns

of a Mighty Mation,

These fundamental concepts of 1ife had been given to the world from

*ﬁMP’ 3inai, where the moral law was graven upon fables of Stone, symbolizing the

universal application to mll menp &1_1.1 they came from the New Testement whore

they heard in the worde of Jesus of Mazareth, the Living Whrd of God for the
world,

This is the "imerican Way of Life", Lincoln saw thie clearly. History

for him was the Divine Comedy, though he would not uee that phrase. Tha

Providence of God m_ﬁh-in; fulfilled.

Vaerefore; claims that 1t 1s 'UNDER GOD' tkat thig natlon sbkall know
& _pew birth of freedom. And by implication, 1t ie under God that “governwent

<A

of the people, by tha People and for the people, shall not perish from the aarth®



\&\

For Lincoln, since OJod was 1n his boaven, all must ultimately te rigat for

hia Countrvy.
Now, all this may seem obvious heggge, until one site down and talos

theso implications of freedom really sericusly. For me, it came ln a flash

one day sometliwe ago whem our children ceme home from school. Almost casually,

I mgked what happened at school when they arrived there in the morninz, They

desorived to me, in great detall, and with strange solemmnity, the Kitual of the

Salute to the Flag, The children turn to the Flag, and with thelr hand aercee
their heart, they repeat the words:

"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States and

the Republic for which it stande; one nation, indivisible

with liberty and justice for all®,

They were very proud of the Fledze; and rightly so.
=%

I don't guppose you fathers would have paid muchk attention to that
one ;
ae ] did, I had tis Advantage over you, I could listen to those noble words
&s 1f for the firet time. You have learned them eo long ago, like the mrithmetic

"hﬂ."hll or the Shorter Catechiam, somothing you can repeat without N e
w2k [rasem
vhat it all really means, But I could sit down and brood upon 1it, going
over each word slowly in my mind.
Ed I cams to a strapnge conclusicon, There was scmething miseing in
tois Pledge, and that which was missing vas the characteristic and definitive
factor lp the "American Way of Lifen, Indeed, apart from the mention of the

phrase, the United States of Americe, this could be the pledge of any fppuhlic.

IE__fmt. I could hear little Muscovites repeat B simllar pledge to thelr hammer
and eickle flag in Momocow with equal solemnity for Russia 1g alec a ﬂogu‘blin
that claime to have overthrown the tyranny of kingship.

Russis mlso clalma to ba indiviseible, Mr, Stalin mdmitted to Sir




Wineton Chnrchil]l that the uniting of the peasants was the most difficult of

all hie taskes, (He did not mentlon the massacre of the thres millionm Ealak

farmers in this hlood and iron unification).

Bussia claims $o bAve liberty, Tou will newer understand the Communist

;iﬂrrj
mind until you realise this aberratlion of thelr judgment. | Marx,] in his dislectlc,

makea 1t clear that the Communiet state 1s only an imporfect stagze towards

‘(@M Vhen that day comes, the State will wither away and trae
Soclaliem will reign forever, Utopla will kave dewnsd. Until that day, thore

muét be pereonal limitations. A¥ the Capitaliest state limite freedom in tha

dey of war, mo gust the workers of the world accept tais form of restricted

freedon. Bvuid.n. ulann_ﬂ,_ trouble arises when you give men their

unrestrigted freedop, Human freedom always degeperates into license and zives

f_l.n to greed and war. They might claim that thelr M"gervitude ie perfect

freedon”,

{.I.;atni.i_:!u Communiste claim,there im j;at;nn in Russia, They have their
law courte, Thoy have their elections with universal suffrage. Waen pressed
%0 the point, they will mdmit there i really only one candidate because the
ﬁ,.?}’i‘ Are 0 unanimous sbout that way of 1ife!

They cell their way of 1life "Demooratio". One of the problems gtatesman
find in dealing with Russia 1s one of semantice, of definition, %Hu,ui;d seye

she 18 [Demooratic|and we are/Tascist} [wel claim to be [Democratic'and call Rusela
Eonmunisty,)
What, therefore, 1s miseisng in the Fledge of Alleglance that Americans

Lave been sayiog on and off since 1892, and officimlly since 19427 gn ona

—

fundamental concept that completely and ultimately separates Conmuniet Fussis

from the demgcratic imstitutlons of this Country. This wae seen clearly by




o e

ff ? E r
Tincoln.| UNDER E*ﬂ this people shal) know & new birth of freedom, and

FUNDER GOD" are ths definitive words.

Now, Lipcoln waa not being original in that Ema. He was olmply
reminding the people of the basis upon waich the Nation won 1ts freedom in
ite Declaration of Iadependence, He went back to _f-.l'ai‘.farauy',gu ke did in w0
much of hle thinking, m-.a.i‘”ﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁu his dabt to Jefferson in &

famous speech delivered at Independence Eall in Philadelphia on February 22,

1861, two years before the Gettysburg Address, PAll the political sentimente

I entertain bave beon drawn from tihs sentiments which originated and were given
I'-_

to the world from thie hall, I have never had a feeling politically thet did

not spring from sentiments embodied in the Declaration of Indeperdence i

Lieten, again, to the fundamentmls of this Declaration:

"Wo hold these truths to be self evident, that all men Are created
equal, that they are endowed by thelr creator with certain

unalienable rights, that among these are life and liberty and

the pursult of happinessr,

At Gettysburg, Lincoln puni.th question: "How we are engeged in a great
civil war, teeting whethsr that natlon, or any natlon, so conceived, and sg

dedicated, can long endurae",
That ia the taxt of our day and generation also,

The tragedy of the Nineteenth Contury Bemocratlc Liberalism, when

nation after naticn set up parlismentary forms of governmant, wee that two

world conviulaions shattorsd the illusion thet you cen build & nation on Ruman

ldess without a fundmmentsl tellef 1a God's Frovideace. Crowns in Buropa toppled,

not because of sutheracy, but beceuse the pecples had lost the vislon of Qod,
@ We face, tndl;r.(n theclogical w:.:r} It is not ‘b-a.air:allg & n::rnﬂ:l.n_j;




-

between two political philggophies -@m:a Jefferson'e political democracy

over agnhut@cmhtiu atate,

@ Hor ia it a conflict fundamentally between two economic aystems

betwesn, sbal) we say,|Adam Spith "Weelth of Hations®,| and @ Mark "Des

o —

Capital®,]

Fo

@) It 1s a fight for the freedom of the human personality, It is not

simply, "Man's inbumenity to man®”. It i¢[Barmageddon,|s battle of the gods.

It 18 tha view of men as it comes down to wus from the Judso-Christisn

F
civilization in mortal combat against -aﬂ.n;ﬁ}. (gecularizod godleas bumanity,

ﬁ The only point ] make iz reising the iseue of the Fledee of Alleglance

//@ 1s that 1t ““.‘ to me to omit tkiae theological implication that 1s inherent
within the "Amsricen Way of Life". It ahould be'@ne mation, indivisidle, Under
%ﬂ mu'f:'fhmm_l.l then we can define what we mean b}r"li‘nnrt;: and Juetica
for al1! To omit the words " in the Pledge of Allegiance 1s to omit

the definitive cheracter of ths "American Way of Lifev",

Bome might assert this to be & violation of the Pirest Amenfiment to the
Constitutlon. It ie quite the opposite. Ths Firast Amendmont whedas uam:.nru:lnq’ e lh
the question of relleion. i

—
’E{j@ ! "Congress shall maks no law respecting the establishment of religion",|

Now "establislment of religlon” is a technical torm, It weans Congrese

will permit no state church in this land such as exists in England. la].!nﬁlmd.{r

the Bishops are mppointed by Eer I-iu,jnn_t:;. The church, by law, is supported by

tlende or remt. The Church, therefore, can call upon the support of thellaw af

s,

t{n_u Laad to carry cut 1ts own ecclesiasticel laws, What the Declaration says

1o effect, i1s that no state church ghall exiet in this lend. This is separation

i

'-
of Churck and State: it is not, and never was memat to be, & separation of religion




and life, Such objection is & confusion of the First Amendment with the First
CompAnduent.
If we ware to add the ]:ihrﬂ.r.l.l Mnder ths Church¥, | that would be

different, In fact, it would be dangorous. Thae quosticn arises, which

Churchy Fow, I could give pmm gocd Methodigts an exoellant dissertation upon

the virtues of the Presbyterisn Clmrch, snd show wew how much supsrlor Jobn Fnox

was to John Weslay! DBut the whole sad etory of Church history shows how of all
tryants, often the Churck could be the woret for the beet of reasons, _The

Jewlsh Churck . perasduted unto deatih the Chrletien Ohurch in thas first decads

of Christianity: and for 1200 years, the Christimn Church persecutsd the Jewish

Ceuroh, The Boman Churck persecuted the Protestants; end the Frotestants, in
turn, persecuted the Roman Church: the Presbyierianse and &he Eplscopalians

brought low the very nsme of Christisn charity, both in Scotlesnd and America,

It 10 not for nothing that Thomas Jefferson, on his tombstone at Hontecell

claimad that ons of the three Achlevements of aim life was hi:fﬂght for

religious freedom in ﬂ.rg_!.!h,i- that even above the exalted office as President

o e et s>
N¥o Church is infallible: and no Churobman is infasllible,

Of course, mas Christians, we night include the worde 'Under Jesus

Capigt! or 'Undex the Elog of Kings'. 3ut one of the glories of this land ls

that 1t has opened ite gates to e1l men of every religious falth,

The word of welcome to these shordg is epitomized on the slatus of
Iiberty:

i3ive me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe fraa,
The wretched refuse of your teemimg shore,
Send these, the horelseg, tenpest toseed to mae:

I 11ft my lamp beside the gcldan doorh,
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There 1s no religious examination on entering the U, 5. Al - 2o
persecutlon because a pan's falth differs even from the Christian religion.
$e, It must be "OMDER GOD" to include the great Jewish Community, ead the
people of the Moslem falth, and ﬂr:t myriad of fGenominations of Christisns in

the land,
II.‘-.M; then of the honest a.thnlut‘r—ll

Failosophically epeaking, an rtheistic American ie & contradiction In

terma, Mnlt mimnderstand we, This age has thrown up & new type of man -

we call hl.tn_d 'ngaz.'lﬂ.___,':’ he does not belleve in God; not beocause e is & wicked

man but because he le dialectically honest. ﬁg would ratker walk with the
unbellevers than sit hypocritically with people of the falth, These men, and
many I have lknowa, Are fipe in cheracter: and in thelr obligations ms citizens
and good nelghbore, quite excellent,

But they really ere "spiritual parasites’. And I mean no term of

etues in thie. I'm elmply classifying them. A paresite le an organism that

lives upon the life force of mnother organism without contributins to the life

n? the other, These excellent etaical seculars are living upon the accumilated
-_-_-__—-

| a
Bpiritual €apita) ofjJudalo-Christien civilization, and at the same time, deny

the God who revealed the divine principles upon which the ethice of this Country
grow, The dilemma of the secular is guite simple.
He camnot deny the Christian revelation and logioally live by the

Ckri athic
And if he denies the Christian ethic, he fells Bhort of tae American
idesl of 1ife. .
In [I'nﬂarlnn'l E“'ri if we deny the existence of the "Gold who Zove

ug 1ife¥, how can we live by "the liberty he gave us at the same time!?

T™his is a God rnn.rl;nﬁ nAtion, % our cninnl hm%r_g tha gl_'grﬁt 0f Iincoln and
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ﬂﬂffarungl axe i;& ;g;ﬁa;l ;E Eg% Eg&it' I Eiﬂﬁr"' is gg=nui with Er:gar:
It is gg m @ ;%ikln Eh E %‘b takes bis oath of office. Naturallzed

citigens, when they take thelr cath of alleglance, conolude, @olemnly, with the

words "so halp me Ood",

Mﬂ face tndai;{‘ freedom that respects the rlghts

of the minorities but is defined by a fundamental beliaf in God. A way of life

that gees mAn, not as the ultimate outcome of a mysterlous concantenation of
evolutionary process, but & sentient belng created ty Bod and seekinz to lmow

His will, and 'ihnﬁyﬂuul is restlems t1ll ke reet la GodW,

Tn this land, there is "nelther Jew nor Greek, naeither bond nor free,

neither male nor female®, for we are ope pation Indivisible under God, and humbly

a8 God hes given ue the light we seeck liberty and Justlce for ell. This quest
is got only within theses United States but to the four cornpers of the globe
wherever man will 1ift up his head towards the vision of his true and divine

mankhood,



